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uCCessful 2019
OCP Celebrates Ssuccessful

The Owosso Community Players
is now renamed as The Lebowsky
Center for Performing Arts.
It was a year of progress and
change for the Owosso Community Players as the organization announced its new
name - The Lebowsky Center for Performing Arts, to better reflect
the regional nature of the audiences and performers. Under the
artistic direction of Garrett Bradley and executive director, Kathy
Brooks, the organization has continued to expand its reach to neighboring communities, attracting more volunteers and patrons.
“The annual Holiday at Lebowsky is a case in point,” said Bradley.
“The performers and behind the scenes volunteers come together
from around the region and even further across the state to out-do
themselves every year. The result is a magical show that plays to
sold-out crowds.”
The group has a new website: www.lebowskycenter.com and a new
logo.
“We believe that the overwhelming support that we received from
the community as we renovated the theater proves just how much
the community values our efforts,” said Kathy Brooks, executive director. “We want to honor that support by taking the center’s efforts
to the next level by making it a quality arts destination in mid-Michigan.
The group continued its artistic efforts over the past year, producing
four musicals and two plays, and bringing in outside entertainment
as well.

Tarzan the Musical
Tarzan the Musical in February featured a cast of 40,
including apes as young as
fourth graders. A review by
Tom Helma in Lansing’s City
Pulse praised Jake Pryzbyla as
the “boy-man Tarzan.” Helma
writes, “His solo ‘Everything
That I Am’ is a showstopper, a
poignant musical soliloquy.”

Matilda the Musical

Performing Arts Education

By September, the set crew was
once again buried in work as
they constructed one of the most
ambitious sets ever for Matilda the Musical. Thousands of
foam letters were painted and
hung to create a massive border and backdrop for this story
about a brilliant child who is
stuck in a miserable family situation. A review by the Greater
Lansing Ubiquitous Theatre stated, “Matilda is another blockbuster
musical hit at Lebowsky.”
One of the biggest treats for this show was seeing director Garrett Bradley take his first on-stage role since being hired as artistic
director. As the horrible headmistress Agatha Trunchbull, Bradley
relished the opportunity to take on the persona of this nasty bully.
Choreographer Erica Duffield served as co-director for the first time.

The Owosso Community Players, with the support of the Cook Family Foundation, is realizing its vision of bringing performing arts
education in its many disciplines to the greater Shiawassee region.
At the Lebowsky Center, we believe that immersion in the arts fosters confidence.

Newcomer Alexis Bruner of Millington
played her role with “spunk and power,”
according to the GLUT review.
Bradley and Duffield were thrilled to give
so many area children the opportunity
to be in a full musical, as there are few
shows that have so many roles for kids.

Marvin’s Room
Switching over to a more somber tone, the
April production of the play Marvin’s
Room told the story of a family facing illness and dysfunction, yet managing to find
some humor in their challenges. Reviewer Kathleen Kirby of Flint Area Theatres
complimented first-time director Stephanie Banghart. “Banghart has managed to
bring a blend of just the right amount of
pathos and wit to this performance. Each
characterization is full and unnervingly
believable.”

Sweet Charity

The show included ballet, tap dancing, gymnastics, and trampoline
acrobatics.

The Curious Incident of the Dog
in the Night-Time
The group took on one of
Broadway’s most technical
plays, The Curious Incident
of the Dog in the NightTime, featuring Chesaning
High School junior Ethan Kohagen as the struggling main
character Christopher. Critic
Paul Wozniak of the Lansing
City Pulse writes, “Played
with intense physicality by
Ethan Kohagen, Christopher is exceptional at math, science and logic. He has a visceral reaction to any physical contact with family or
stranger.”
Tyler Mercier-Leonard volunteered to help director Anna Owens
with the technical challenges of this play, and his skills led Anna to
recommend hiring him as a part-time technical assistant. He is now
the third employee of the Lebowsky Center for Performing Arts.

Cabaret
The June musical Cabaret wowed
audiences and received excellent reviews in several papers, including
the City Pulse. Tom Helma praised
the actors, saying “Woolsey (as the
emcee) and Mitchell (as Sally Bowles)
suck all the air out of the room.
Woolsey infused his character with
a malevolent, satanic presence that
foreshadows the coming of the Nazis.
Mitchell powers up a manic portrayal of Bowles.”

The Lebowsky Center tried something
brand new in early November—a musical “in concert” with the Lansing Concert Band on stage, conducted by Dr.
Sam Mcllhagga. Broadway actress Kristen Martin, an Owosso native, returned
to the stage to reprise her role in Sweet
Charity. She was joined by Patrick Newton (now a member of the Blue Man
Group) who was also part of the 2005
Charity cast. A third professional artist, Kara Kimmer, came back
for the event as well, taking a weekend away from her role as a stuntwoman on The Walking Dead.
All three returning artists credit the Owosso Community Players for
their success in the professional world. “The Lebowsky Stage will
always hold a special place in my heart,” said Martin, who has gone
on to appear in several Broadway tours and in “Wicked” and “Spider-Man Turn off the Dark” on Broadway.

Holiday at Lebowsky
December’s annual Holiday at
Lebowsky set new speed records
in selling out, as families have
found it’s the perfect way to usher
in the best season of the year. With
a cast of 75 singers and dancers,
and sets that continue to delight
the crowds, this production was
once again a hit!

2018-2019 Argie Awards &
Volunteer Appreciation

The unique set design by Dirk Rennick and Dan Wenzlick (for which
they won the Argie for Best Set Design) allowed for some audience
members to sit right on the stage, as if they were patrons of the Kit
Kat Club. This option gave some patrons a whole new view of the
Lebowsky, allowing them to not only see what it’s like to look out into
the audience but also to feel the raw energy of the performers only a
few feet away from them.
The 15-piece orchestra, conducted by former head of Owosso
Bands Carl Knipe, resided on a
platform on the stage as well,
giving the Kit Kat Club a genuineness that would not have been
possible if they had been in the
orchestra pit. To add to the overall atmosphere, the entire seating
area was draped with red fabric,
and extra “rooms” to depict what goes on backstage in a club were
built on the sides. A preshow of various singers entertained the
crowd as they observed the dancers in the make-up room, or the club
owner in his office. Director Bradley said, “We have constructed
more walls, staircases, platforms and railings than ever before!” Audience members loved the atmosphere so much, many commented
they wished it would stay that way, according to Brooks, executive
director.

Best Musical and People’s Choice Award – Cabaret
Best Play: The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time
Best Actress in a Leading Role: Megan Myer as Sally Bowles in
Cabaret
Best Actor in a Leading Role: Adam Woolsey as The Emcee in Cabaret
Best Actress in a Supporting Role: Anna Owens as Fraulein
Schneider in Cabaret
Best Actor in a Supporting Role: Bill Henson as Herr Schulz in
Cabaret
Best Actress in a Featured Role: Allisa Britten as Fraulein Kost in
Cabaret
Best Actor in a Featured Role: Michael Windnagle at Ernst Ludwig
in Cabaret
Best Director: Anna Owens, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the
Night-Time
Best Set Design: Dirk Rennick and Dan Wenzlick, Cabaret
Best Lighting Design: Nick Frederick, Cabaret
Best Musical Direction: Carl Knipe, Cabaret
Best Sound Design: Brandon Hook, Cabaret
Best Costume Design: Lisa Bradly, Alissa Britten & Mistie Jordan
Best Choreography: Erica Duffield, Cabaret

In addition to our in-house class options for grades 3 – 12 we also
have an outreach aspect of this program. Students from New Lothrop, Laingsburg, and Perry had the opportunity to tour the facility
and engage in stage combat and other theater games. Our program
coordinator also worked with The Arc of Mid-Michigan, 4-H youth
leaders of Shiawassee County, and Shiawassee Family YMCA.

The Finances
The Lebowsky Center for Performing Arts, with the support of the
Cook Family Foundation, is realizing its vision of bringing performing arts education in its many disciplines to the greater Shiawassee
region. “At the Lebowsky Center, we believe that immersion in the
arts fosters confidence” says Brooks. In addition to in house class options for grades 3 – 12, the center also has an outreach aspect of their
program. Students from New Lothrop, Laingsburg, and Perry had the
opportunity to tour the facility and engage in stage combat and other
theater games. Our program coordinator also worked with The Arc of
Mid-Michigan, 4-H youth leaders of Shiawassee County, and Shiawassee Family YMCA.
On Giving Tuesday 2019, donations were matched by Joy Welty, Joyce
Wagner, Sam and Michelle McLaren; Riverview Dental, and Jerry Frezon, with over $15,000 raised thanks to over 125 generous donors.
Lebowsky Center for Performing Arts loves a party and there were
some great ones! Margarita Festival on the Oakwood Avenue Bridge,
Speakeasy, and the New Year’s Eve 2020 Party raised funds to augment
expenses. Of course we had to celebrate Halloween with our Hocus
Pocus Party held at the historic Masonic Lodge in downtown Owosso!
Lebowsky Center finances are based on the formula established by
most arts organizations: 50% from ticket sales and 50% from other
sources, such as rentals, donations, membership and grants.
In 2018, a new Super Fan Membership offered benefits for those signing up to give $9.99 a month. In exchange they received advanced opportunity to purchase eight tickets to each show prior to the public on
sale date, access to the Young Donor Lounge, and acknowledgement in
all OCP show programs. This program has helped with cash flow and
has proven to be very popular with 35 new members. Current membership is 265 strong.
In addition to a full regular season, the Lebowsky Center also
hosted touring artists Hollywood Comedy & Magic Show,
Old Friends Simon & Garfunkel Tribute,
and Remembering Patsy Cline

Community
The Lebowsky Center and Studio Theater are available for community
organization events. This past year saw the Shiawassee Valley Fraternal Order of Police holding their annual Country Concert fundraiser.
The Memorial Healthcare Foundation’s February Gala decorated the
Lebowsky into a Phantom of the Opera theater. Once again, Memorial
Healthcare inspired all their employees through their Power Of series
at the theater. for the Power of Compassion with motivational speaker
Daniel Eugene “Rudy” Ruettiger whose early life and career at Notre
Dame were the inspiration for the 1993 film Rudy. Kim’s Dance Dynamics performed their Holiday Recital. Corunna High School and Middle
School students staged their plays in the Studio Theater. Immanuel
Baptist held their annual Revival. The YMCA held a comedy performance in support of their Mr. Owosso Candidate, Charles Dahl. The
Coalition for Drug Free Shiawassee hosted a Stigmatic viewing “Party” during National Prevention Week, and set up an interactive bedroom set to educate the public on the signs to look for teen drug use.
The Lebowsky Center was also featured on the 2019 Owosso Historic
Home Tour. This past year Lebowsky Center for Performing arts donated complimentary tickets to over 20 organizations, special events.
and schools to be used as door prizes, auction items, and rewards.

We couldn’t
have done it
without our
techies and
musicians!
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Whether you’re ready to step onto the stage or you prefer basking in the welcoming glow from
the comfort of a theater seat, there’s a place for you at Lebowsky Center for Performing Arts.

LEBOWSKYCENTER.COM

989.723.4003

